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Meet the Author of The White House Murder
Case,
Jules Feiffer

Jules Ralph Feiffer (born January 26, 1929) is an
American syndicated cartoonist and author, who was considered the most
widely read satirist in the country (USA). He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1986
as America's leading editorial cartoonist, and in 2004 he was inducted into
the Comic Book Hall of Fame. He wrote the animated short, Munro, which
won an Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film in 1961. The Library of
Congress has recognized his "remarkable legacy", from 1946 to the present,
as a cartoonist, playwright, screenwriter, adult and children’s book author,
illustrator, and art instructor.
1961, recipient of a George Polk Awards for his cartoons;
1961, film Munro won Academy Award for animated short;
1969 and 1970, won Obie Award and Outer Circle Critics Award for
plays Little Murders and The White House Murder Case;

1986, awarded the Pulitzer Prize for political cartoons
1995, elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters;
2004, inducted into the Comic Book Hall of Fame; a
2004, received the National Cartoonists Society's Milton Caniff
Lifetime Achievement Award;
2006, received the Creativity Foundation's Laureate
2010, won a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Writers Guild of
America.

"I began my cartoon with no intention of getting into politics. . . . I was more
concerned with the social focus of the country, on relationships between
men and women, people and their jobs, parents and children. After a time I
discovered that even these interests involved politics. The Eisenhower
sensibility affected every phase of our lives, as did the Kennedy, Johnson
and Nixon sensibilities later on." — Jules Feiffer, 1974

The Jules Feiffer Interview
BY GARY GROTH FEB 20, 2011

Originally published in The Comics Journal 124, 1988.
"Back in the ’50s, Jules Feiffer foresaw a time when the comic strip
would be a medium for serious, adult expression. He may yet live to
see the day."
"In 1951 Feiffer was drafted, and his experience with capricious
authority radically changed his point of view about himself and his
work. "

The Radical Middle
Feiffer devoted a number of cartoons to warning his readers about the
tendency within American politics and the media to marginalize extreme
views at either end of the political spectrum. This stifling of debate, he
believed, narrowed the range of acceptable solutions to persistent societal
problems. He stated that the "voice of the middle or Radical Middle . . . was

in its guise of reasonableness exacerbating our problems while pretending
to address them."

“JULES FEIFFER is a very funny, very savage man. A
comedian with a conscience is always a dangerous fellow
to have around.”
Clive Barnes, New York Times
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